Introduction/Purpose: Although primary bunionectomies are among the most common procedures performed by Foot and Ankle surgeons, there are currently no studies investigating postoperative driving safety in this group of patients. The purpose of this study was to evaluate postoperative brake response time (BRT) in primary right-sided bunionectomy patients as a means to determine driving preparedness. Brake response time is defined as the time, in milliseconds, between presentation of a perceived hazardous stimulus and the application of pressure to the brake pedal. We hypothesized that primary bunionectmomy patients would demonstrate BRTs comparable to control subjects at their 6-week follow-up appointment.
